Evidence for an anticomplementary factor associated with human bone marrow cells.
Complement (C)-mediated lysis of antibody-sensitized sheep erythrocytes was inhibited by the addition of human bone marrow cells. The anticomplementary activity could be attributed to a soluble factor that was released from the bone marrow cells. This factor inhibited at an early stage in the C-cascade and showed the characteristics of a factor that accelerates decay of C2. The release of such a factor by bone marrow cells would present an obstacle to the use of antibody and C to purge tumor cells from bone marrow that is to be used for autologous transplantation.